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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method in a network device for caching Hyper Text 
Transfer Protocol (HTTP) data transported in an Internet Protocol (IP) Datagram sent on 
a socks connection established over a Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) connection 
between a source port on a source device and a destination port on a destination device, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

identifying elements of an incoming IP Datagram, comprising : 

the source device[[ J]; 

the destination device[[,]]; 

the port on the source dcvicefMI ; and 

the port on the destination device[[, ]]; 
of an incoming IP Datagram. 

determining whether the incoming IP Datagram is originat e d by originates from a 
socks client or [[by]] from a socks server[[:]]; 

^response to [[If]] the incoming IP Datagram is originated by originating from a 
socks client: 

terminating the TCP connection and the socks connection; 
identifying the socks connection in a table; 

identifying the application level protocol associated with said socks 
connection referring to said table, said table comprising for each socks 
connection an application level protocol; and 

determining whether said application level protocol is HTTP or not[[:]]i 
in response to [[If]] said application level protocol [[is]] being HTTP: 

determining whether HTTP data requested by the incoming IP Datagram 
[[is]] resides in a local cache within the network devicefHT Land 
in^pqnsetothe [[If]] HTTP data requested by the incoming IP Datagram [[is]] 
residing in a local cache: 

building an outgoing IP Datagram comprising requested HTTP data 
retrieved from the local cache; and 
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sending said outgoing IP Datagram to the socks client originator of the 
incoming IP Datagram. 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to tho preceding claim JU wherein: 
in response to the [[If]] HTTP data requested by the IP Datagram [[are]] not 
residing in the local cache within the network device: 

identifying the outbound socks connection associated with the socks 
connection referring to the table, said table comprising for each socks 
connection an outbound socks connection[[.]]; 

building an outgoing IP Datagram with information comprised in the 
incoming IP Datagram; and 

sending said outgoing IP Datagram on the outbound socks connection. 

3. (Currently amended) The method according to any one of th e proooding claim 2 
glaifl* !i wherein said step of identifying the socks connection in a table, comprises the 
further steps of: 

determining whether the TP Datagram comprises a message for establishing a new 
socks connection, in particular a socks CONNECT message, or not; and 

if the incoming D> Datagram comprises a message for establishing a new socks 
connection, in particular a socks CONNECT message: 

defining an inbound socks connection between the socks client source of 
the incoming IP Datagram and the network device; and 
updating the table with: 

an identification of the socks connection; 

an identi fication of the associated inbound socks connection; and 

the application level protocol associated with the socks connection. 

4. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 2 d wherein said step of 
identifying the outbound socks connection associated with the socks connection referring 
to the table comprises the further steps of: 
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defining an outbound socks connection between the network device and the 
destination device of the incoming IP Datagram; and 

associating in the table said outbound socks connection [[(604)]] with the socks 
connection of the incoming TP Datagram. 

5. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 2 4 wherein: 

in response to [[If]] the incoming IP Datagram io originated by not originating 
from a socks server: 

terminating the TCP connection and the socks connection; 

identifying the socks connection in the table; 

identifying the application level protocol associated with said socks 
connection rcfemng to said table; and 

determining whether said application level protocol is HTTP[[:]];_and 
in response to [[If]] said application level protocol [[is]] being HTTP: 

caching HTTP data comprised in incoming IP Datagram in the local cache 
of the network device; 

identifying the inbound socks connection associated with the socks 
connection referring to the table, said table comprising for each socks 
connection an inbound socks conncction[[.]]; 

building un outgoing TP Datagram with information comprised in the 
incoming IP Datagram; and 

sending said outgoing IP Datagram on the inbound socks connection. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said IP Datagram 
comprises a Source IP Address field and a Destination IP Address field in an IP header 
for identifying the source device and the destination device, and a Source Port Address 
field and a Destination Port Address field in a Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) 
header for identifying the source port and the destination port on said source device and 
destination device. 
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7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim s 1 or 2 claim 1 . wherein the 
step of determining whether the IP Datagram is originated by a socks client or a socks 
server comprises the step of: 

determining if the value of the Destination Port field comprised in the IP 
Datagram is equal to the value of a destination port on a socks server or if the value of 
the Source Port field comprised in the IP Datagram is equal to the value of a source 
port on a socks server. 

8. (Currently amended) The method according to claims 1 or -2 claim L wherein 
said table is dynamic and comprises for each socks connection: 

an identification of the inbound socks connection; 
an identification of the associated outbound connection; and 
an identification of the application level protocol used in IP Datagrams using said 
socks connection. 

9. (Currently amended) The method according to any ono of th e pr e ceding claims 
claim L wherein said table comprises: 

for identifying each inbound socks connection: 

an inbound source device address identifying the source device of the 
inbound socks connection^,]]; 

an inbound source port address identifying the source port of the inbound 
socks conncction[[ } ]]; 

an inbound destination device address identifying the destination device of 
the inbound socks connection[[.] ]: and 

an inbound destination port address identifying the destination port of the 
inbound socks connectionrMl ; and 
for identifying each outbound socks connection: 

an outbound source device address identifying the source device of the 
outbound socles connection^,]]; 

an outbound source application address identifying the source port of the 
outbound socks connection^,]]; 
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an outbound destination device address identifying the destination device 
of the outbound socks connectionfM J: and 

an outbound destination application address identifying the destination 
port of the outbound socks connection[[,]] ft 



adapt e d for carrying out tho method according to any on e of tho preceding claims A data 
processing system in a network dev ice for caching Hyper Text Transfer Protocol fHTTP^ 
data transp orted in an Internet Protocol (IP1 Datagram sent on a socks connection 
established over a Trans mission Control Protocol (TCP) connection between a source 
port on a source device and a destina tion port on adestination device, the data processing 
system comprising: 

first identifying means f or identifying elements of an incoming IP Datagram, 
comprising: 



first determining means for determining whe ther the incoming IP Data gram 
originates from a socks client or from a socks server: 

in response to the i ncoming IP Datagram originating from a socks client: 

first terminating means f or terminating the TCP connection and the socks 
connection: 

second identifying means fo r identifying t he socks connection in a table- 
third identifying means f or identifying the ap plic ation level protocol 
associated with said socks connection referring to said table, said table 
comprising for each socks connection an application level p rotocol anfl 

second determining means for determ ining whether said application level 
protocol is HTTP or not: 
in response to sai dappJication level protocol being HT^ P: 



(Currently amended) A network dovico, in particular a rout e r, oompriaing mcana 



the source device: 
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third determining means for determining whether hrii* data requested by 
the incoming IP Datagram resides in a local cache within the network device: 
and 

in response to the HTTP data requested bv the incoming IP Datagram residing in 
a local cache: 

first buikting means for building an outgoing TP Datagram compr^sig g 
requested H1TP data retrieved from the local cache: and 

first sending means for sending said outgoing IP Datagram to the socks 
cl ient originator of the incoming IP Datagram . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer program product residing on a computer 
readable medium having computer readable code means for caching Hyper Text Transfer 
Protocol (HTTP) data transported in an Internet Protocol (IP) Datagram sent on a socks 
connection established over a Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) connection between 
a source port on a source device and a destination port on a destination device, said 
computer readable code means comprising the steps of: 

identifying elements of an incoming IP Datagram, comprising : 

the source device[[Jk 

the destination device[[ J]; 

the port on the source deviceriYjl ; and 

the port on the destination device[[ 3 ]j; 
of on incoming IP Datagram ? 

determining whether the incoming IP Datagram io originated by originates from a 
socks client or [[by]] from a socks server[[:]]; 

in response to [[If]] the incoming IP Datagram is originated by originating from a 
socks client: 

terminating the TCP connection and the socks connection; 
identifying the socks connection in a table; 

identifying the application level protocol associated with said socks 
connection referring to said table, said table comprising for each socks 
connection an application level protocol; 
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determtai ng whether said application level protocol is HTTP or not[[:]]; 
in response to [[If]] said application level protocol [[is]] beiflg HTTP: 

detennining whether HTTP data requested by the incoming IP Datagram 
[[is]] resides in a local cache within the network. device[T:11 : and 
in response to [[IE]] HTTP data requested by the incoming IP Datagram [[i$]] 
residing in a local cache: 

building an outgoing IP Datagram comprising requested HTTP data 
retrieved from the local cache; and 

sending said outgoing IP Datagram to the socks client originator of the 
incoming IP Datagram. 

12. (Currently amended) The computer program product according to t - h e pr e c e ding 
claim 1JL wherein: 

in response to [[If)] HTTP data requested by the IP Datagram [[are]] not residing 
in the local cache within the network device: 

identifying the outbound socks connection associated with the socks 
connection referring to the table, said table comprising for each socks 
connection an outbound socks conncction[[.]]; 

building an outgoing IP Datagram with information comprised in the 
incoming IP Datagram; and 

sending said outgoing IP Datagram on the outbound socks connection, 

13. (New) The data processing system of claim 10, wherein: 

in response to the HTTP data requested by the IP Datagram not residing in the 
local cache within the network device: 

fourth identifying means for identifying the outbound socks connection 
associated with the socks connection referring to the table, said table 
comprising for each socks connection an outbound socks connection; 

second building means for building an outgoing IP Datagram with 
information comprised in the incoming IP Datagram; and 
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second sending means for sending said outgoing IP Datagram on the 
outbound socks connection. 

1 4. (New) The data processing system of claim 10, wherein said step of identifying 
the socks connection in a table, comprises the further steps of: 

fourth determining means for determining whether the IP Datagratn comprises a 
message for establishing a new socks connection, in particular a socks CONNECT 
message, or not; and 

if the incoming IP Datagram comprises a message for establishing a new socks 
connection, in particular a socks CONNECT message: 

defining means for defining an inbound socks connection between the 
socks client source of the incoming IP Datagram and the network device; and 
updating means for updating the table with: 

an identification of the socks connection; 

an identification of the associated inbound socks connection; and 

the application level protocol associated with the socks connection. 

15. (New) The data processing system of claim 1 3, wherein said step of identifying 
the outbound socks connection associated with the socks connection referring to the 
table comprises the further steps of: 

defining means for defining an outbound socks connection between the network 
device and the destination device of the incoming IP Datagram; and 

associating means for associating in the table said outbound socks connection 
with the socks connection of the incoming IP Datagram. 

16. (New) The data processing system of claim I3 f wherein: 

in response to the incoming IP Datagram not originating from a socks server: 
second terminating means for terminating the TCP connection and the 
socks connection; 

fifth identifying means for identifying the socks connection in the table; 
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sixth identifying means for identifying the application level protocol 
associated with said socks connection referring to said table; and 

fourth determining means for determining whether said application level 
protocol is HTTP; and 
in response to said application level protocol being HTTP: 

caching means foT caching HTTP data comprised in incoming IP 
Datagram in the local cache of the network device; 

seventh identifying means for identifying the inbound socles connection 
associated with the socks connection referring to the table, said table 
comprising for each socks connection an inbound socks connection; 

third building means for building an outgoing IP Datagram with 
information comprised in the incoming IP Datagram; and 

third sending means for sending said outgoing IP Datagram on the 
inbound socks connection. 

17. (New) The data processing system of claim 13, wherein said IP Datagram 
comprises a Source IP Address field and a Destination IP Address field in an TP header 
for identifying the source device and the destination device, and a Source Port Address 
field and a Destination Port Address field in a Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) 
header for identifying the source port and the destination port on said source device and 
destination device. 

1 8. (New) The data processing system of claim 10, wherein the step of determining 
whether the IP Datagram is originated by a socks client or a socks server comprises the 
step of: 

fourth determining means for determining if the value of the Destination Port field 
comprised in the IP Datagram is equal to the value of a destination port on a socks 
server or if the value of the Source Port field comprised in the IP Datagram is equal to 
the value of a source port on a socks server. 
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19. (New) The data processing system of claim 10, wherein said table is dynamic and 
comprises for each socks connection: 

first identification means for an identification of the inbound socks connection; 
second identification means for an identification of the associated outbound 
connection; and 

third identification means for an identification of the application level protocol 
used in IP Datagrams using said socks connection. 

20. (New) Hie data processing system of claim 10, wherein said table comprises: 
for identifying each inbound socks connection: 

fourth identifying means for an inbound source device address identifying 
the source device of the inbound socks connection; 

fifth identifying means for an inbound source port address identifying the 
source port of the inbound socks connection; 

sixth identifying means for an inbound destination device address 
identifying the destination device of the inbound socks connection; and 

seventh identifying means for an inbound destination port address 
identifying the destination port of the inbound socks connection; and 
for identifying each outbound socks connection: 

eighth identifying means for an outbound source device address 
identifying the source device of the outbound socks connection; 

ninth identifying means for an outbound source application address 
identifying the source port of the outbound socks connection; 

tenth identifying means for an outbound destination device address 
identifying the destination device of the outbound socks connection; and 

eleventh identifying means for an outbound destination application 
address identifying the destination port of the outbound socks connection. 
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